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Foreword
The right to self-determination is the core principle of human rights discourse, through which civil society strives to realise all its other rights. Recognising that children's participation has its roots in human rights law, Richard Farson (1974, p. 27) writes, 'The issue of self determination is at the heart of children's liberation. It is, in fact, the only issue, a definition of the entire concept' . It is also clearly articulated in Article 12 of the UNCRC, which implies that it is through meaningful participation that children can demand, access and secure all their other rights to survival, protection and development. It is a process that empowers children to negotiate with duty bearers to determine the quality and nature of the services and infrastructure that is provided to them (Committee on the Rights of the Child, 2009). The chapters in this very timely volume clearly reflect an ideological position that views children as subjects, as agents of change who have a right to exercise the power of their agency to transform their political, economic and socio-cultural realities. The topics cover three major areasthat of protagonism of children, of intergenerational relation ships and key aspects of information management by children.
While the implications of a paradigm shift from viewing children as passive beneficiaries to that of holders of rights are presented with varying degrees of clarity, the recognition that it needs critical reflection -in the prevalent construct of childhood and of children's agency -comes through very clearly in the well-argued chapters. While attempting to place children in the centre, several of the articles review how children are impacted upon by their contexts and at the same time how they are also able to transform their contexts, provided they have the appropriate information and structures to have real impacts.
The chapters discuss a wide range of highly pertinent issues that include the potential of children to generate knowledge; expectations about the rigour, validity and ownership of children's research; and access of children to policy spaces where their voices are not only heard, but have the power to influence and shape policy and practise. Special emphasis is placed on children who are most marginalised, with an attention to power relations between adults and children -both within the community and within a 'research' setting, critiquing the traditional hierarchies and the implications of children's research on empowerment and social justice. It is within this larger context that the topic of children and research is examined through different lenses -with a good balance of young persons, activists and academics putting forth their innovative experiences, thought-provoking reviews and models.
When children and young person's engagement with research is seen as an integral aspect of their protagonism and their participation in society, the facilitative agencies have to factor in all the backward and forward linkages that are essential for it to have real and sustainable impact. Such a process will have to take into account the personhood of children, their heterogeneous composition, their multiple realities and the factors and structures that enable or affect their sustained involvement.
As a new discipline, children's research will have to develop its ethics within a children's rights-based ideology. Hence, the issues raised in these chapters related to de-mystification of research; coexistence of children-and adult-led research where children are viewed as a group capable of generating rigorous knowledge and critical reflection; and the impact of children's research on the discipline of childhood studies -all of these require deep reflection and systematic exploration. This volume is a very significant step forward in this direction.
Kavita Ratna Director-Advocacy, The Concerned for Working Children
This edited collection has been a truly collaborative enterprise and emerged as a result of the commitment of the authors to develop their research presentations at the ICRYNet 2012 conference into fully fledged peer and young person reviewed chapters. Our editorial comments were always warmly received and we appreciate the efforts and time our authors dedicated to this. The editorial team worked closely with several children and young people who contributed to the writing and editing of this unique book. We are immensely proud of their contributions and delighted that they gave up their time and energy to this important task. Thanks are also owed to two research interns Charlotte Connolly and Sonia Kaur Virk who worked on the conference team in September 2012. Mark Barlow and Faith Matunda were involved in the University of Central Lancashire's undergraduate research internship scheme (URIS) and assisted the editorial team during the summer of 2013. The editorial team would also like to thank Rebecca Nowell and Sarah Lusher who were involved in the University of Central Lancashire's Young Researchers programme in August 2013 for their assistance with the preparation of the bibliography.
The authors are donating 50% of the royalties from the sale of this book to The Children's Participation Fund.
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